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ted as having nothing to do with Poseidon's 
trident-marks, but as a memorial of the thunder- 
bolt which Zeus hurled at Erechtheus. The argu- 
ment, here mostly literary, is very convincing and 
explains the existence of the Altar of Zeus. The 
hole in the floor close to the wall east of the 
main door in the north porch is explained as a 
sort of speaking tube for subterranean utterances 
or priestly response. This again is an advanced 
idea, but very likely right, for at C or inth there is 
a similar contrivance for emitting sound from be- 
neath the floor of the temple. The main support 
of his theories Dr. Elderkin finds in Pausanias, and 
he offers the most rational explanation of Pau- 
sanias ever presented, provided specialists in Greek 
architecture will admit the possibility of his plan. 
In any case, Chapter III is of immense philological 
interest to the student of Pausanias, of Greek 
cults, and of Greek literature, for several literary 
passages and important Greek words are here dis- 
cussed. 

The last chapter deals with the original plan 
of the Erechtheum. The temple was to have been 
a symmetrical structure consisting of a large central 
chamber with the Caryatid porch in the middle of 
the south side, and the north porch in the middle 
of the north side, and flanked on east and west 
by a single room, each with a door and two win- 
dows opening on to a porch of six Ionic columns. 
This plan (page 57) in some respects is better 
than Dorpfeld's original plan. A modern architect 
often draws many plans -before the final one is 
put into use, and perhaps the architect of the 
Erechtheum had thought of several plans before he 
compromised on the peculiar scheme actually exe- 
cuted. 

In a word, Dr. Elderkin's book, written in an 
unusually good English style, is extremely sugges- 
tive and stimulating, even if one believes that he 
has too strong a faith in exact Greek symmetry 
and aesthetics. It will have to be carefully con- 
sidered by the specialists in Greek architecture. He 
has opened up a new point of view, and raised 
questions which the conservatives will find diffi- 
culty in answering. He has given an illuminating 
interpretation of the passages in Pausanias which 
concern the Erechtheum. He has brought out sev- 
eral new principles in Athenian architecture. He 
has decidedly proved that much in our present views 
is incorrect. It now devolves on the architects to 
produce some definite arguments of architectural 
fact against Dr. Elderkin's progressive theories and 
in favor of the old views, or to acknowledge that 
there is no decisive evidence. We await with keen 
interest the detailed books on the Erechtheum and 
the Propylaea which are being prepared by the 
American School of Classical Studies in Athens. 
Johns Hopkins University. David M. RoBINSON. 



CORRESPONDENCE 

A friend of mine sent me yesterday a copy of The 
Classical Weekly dated November 23, 1912, and I 
am so greatly pleased with the article on methods of 
language teaching — more particularly the so-called 
Direct Method — that I am sure I must have missed 
a great deal in not getting the subsequent issues of 
your paper. 

I have been teaching foreign languages — classical 
and modern — in. New York City since 1872 and I 
thoroughly agree with Professors Sheldon, Grand- 
gent, and Thomas in their estimate of the Direct 
Method. Every new method proposed has been given 
by me a fair trial, and I have found them all want- 
ing. 

To be sure, I learned a little from all of them, 
but my long experience has taught me that the 
only method worth the time, the trouble, and the 
money is a thorough systematic study of grammar 
and composition, leading eventually to an appreciative 
reading of the literature of the language in question. 
This is more emphatically the case with the classical 
languages and German than with English and 
French. 

I am sorry Professor Thomas did not repeat the 
following remark he made in a paper read at the 
first meeting of the Schoolmasters' Club in 1886: 

Anyone who professes to be able to do it (viz., 
teach a person to speak a foreign language by class 
instruction given at stated intervals), may be safely 
set down as a quack. 

Edward Althaus. 

Morris High School, New York City, March 30, 1913. 



ARTICLES IN NON-CLASSICAL PERIODICALS 1 

The Athenaeum — Feb. 22, (Wilamowitz-Moellendorff, Sap- 
pho und Simonides: H. Dittmar, Aischines von Sphet- 
tos); March 1, (G. W. and L. S. Botsford, A Source-Book 
of Ancient History: L. Whibley, The Year's Work in 
Classical Studies, 1912); March 8, (R. Hackforth, Author- 
ship of the Platonic Epistles) : Excavations at Pisidian 
Antioch in 1912, W. M. Ramsay; March 15, (R. Del- 
briick, Antike Portrats); March 22, (J. Thomopoulos, 
Pelasgika: T. R. Mills, Thucydides' Histories, Book ii: S. 
Reinach, Repertoire de reliefs grecs et romains, tome 
in); March 29, (G. W. Elderkin, Problems in Periclean 
Buildings) ; Notes, from Rome, Lanciani. 

Current Opinion — April, The Winged Victory, A Story. 

Hearst's Magazine — April, The Closed Gates of a Lost 
Paradise, Guglielmo Ferrero. 

The Nation (New York) — April 3, (R. Bagot, The Italians 
of To-day — page 339: F. M. Cornford, From Religion to 
Philosophy, a book dealing with early Greek thought — 
page 340) ; April 10, (A. M. Harmon's translation of 
Lucian, Volume 1 — page 367); April 17, (John Williams 
White, The Verse of Greek Comedy); April 24, Old 
Greece in the New, an article based on George Demet- 
rios's When I was a Boy in Greece — see The Classical 
Weeklv 6.183: Beaumont and Fletcher I, Paul E. More 
(pages 411-412 deal with the Hippolytus of Euripides). 

The School Review — April, F. F. Abbott, The Common 
People of Ancient Rome (W. Dennison). 

The Spectator — Feb. 22, Apollo and Marsyas; March 8, (G. 
Murray, Four Stages of Greek Religion); March 15. (P. 
F. Martin, Greece of the Twentieth Century) : Quern 
Jupiter vult perdere; March 22, Anthologia Palatina ix, 
49: Three Important Classical Books (Maunde-Thomp- 
son. Introduction to Greek and Latin Palaeography: H. 
Stuart Jones, Companion to Roman Studies: T. C. Stobart, 
The Grandeur that was Rome). 

1 For the significance of the forms adopted in making the 
entries see The Classical Weekly 6.39. Valuable assist- 
ance has again been rendered by Professor H. H. Yeames, 
Mr. Irving Demarest, and Mr. W. S. Messer. 



